towards any therapeutic advance. Nevertheless, the possibility should not be lightly discarded and people would do well to examine the work described here. The-reasons for these national differences in the pathway, and volume, of research on injury are probably related to differences in the character of trauma in the two countries. Here it is mainly musculoskeletal, whereas in the USA the greater level of severe violence leads to many more gunshot and other penetrating wounds with their septic complications. In such an environment it is understandable that there should be a heightened interest in haemorrhage and the effects of bacterial products. 'Running a Practice' has all the makings of a multi-edition best seller, and is already in a second edition after three years. It is based on a successful course for general practice trainees in Exeter, and written by the four practitioners who organized it. The book is devised sensibly. Its seven parts cover the nature of practice and the practitioner, the premises, the practice workers, money matters, documentation, organization, relations with other parts of the NHS and a concluding section on choosing a practice.
The paperback is easy to read and full of information and sound advice for general practice trainees and trainers.
JOHN FRY

General Practitioner
Beckenham, Kent Anyone interested or involved in the care or counselIing of those with unwanted pregnancy will find this publication of interest and it will heighten awareness of the problems that may arise even if the meeting leaves us unsure of the value of abortion counselling. It is surprising to find Dr Brewer referring to obstetricans as happy to act as technicians in obstetrics; I do not believethis to be true and perhaps there is need for examination of the extent to which technical medical procedure should be divorced from counselling, consultation and decision making. The publication of these papers will be welcomed but a summary of the conclusions of the meeting, perhaps based on discussion between speakers, would have increased the value of the book.
S J STEELE
Reader in Obstetrics & Gynaecology Middlesex Hospital Medical School. London
Mummies, Disease and Ancient Cultures A & E Cockburn (ed) pp 340 £25 Cambridge University Press 1980
During the past decade, interest has grown to a remarkable extent in paleopathology -the study of disease in ancient human remains. The stimulus has been the splendid teamwork in Manchester and other centres where enthusiasts from the medical diagnostic specialities have cooperated closely with Egyptologists, reconstructive artists and experts from many other fields. Radiology, histology (including electron microscopy), serology and biochemistry have been particularly valuable areas of enquiry. Some of the spectacular results of these detailed investigations are now presented under the editorship of Aidan and Eve Cockburn.
The extensive work on Egyptian mummies provides remarkable insights into the occurrence, over 4000 years ago, of parasitic infestations, tuberculosis and smallpox, as well as trauma and conditions ranging from periodontal to coronary artery disease in the rulers of ancient Egypt. A new and literal meaning is now given to the statement in Exodus (VII. 14) that 'Pharaoh's heart is hardened'. The reader then travels from Egypt to sites as far apart as Peru, the South Pacific Islands, China, Japan, Australia, New Guinea, Scandinavia, Siberia and the lands of the Eskimos. Examples of the additional diseases identified include lobar pneumonia (probably due to Klebsiella pneumoniae). mastoiditis, bartonellosis (verruga) and breast cancer. Although the quality of some of the photographs is disappointing, many of the images are extremely vivid -for example, the scanning electron micrographs of 3000-year-old blood corpuscles or the picture of the 2000-year-old Tollund 'bog man' whose facial composure is astonishing, particularly as he had just been strangled to death with a rope. This is indeed a fascinating and exciting book.
SYDNEY SELWYN
Editorial Representative Section of the History of Medicine
